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Windellama Historical Society 

The following is an extract which will 
appear over 3 issues. It comes from one of 
Max Laidley’s books of Family History.  
Max is a grandson of George & Sarah 
Hockey of Connors Creek, now The 
Willows; Max’s mother Pearl Hockey 
married one of the local school teachers, 
Francis Laidley.  
It contains information on the building of a 
slab house. 

 

As many of our ancestors lived in houses 
made of slabs, it may be of interest to know a 
little more about such houses which were 
vastly different to the houses we have today. In 
this appendix some of the problems for a 
typical farming family taking up land (as it was 
called in those days) are described with the 
main emphasis being on their housing. 
 

Arrival at the site 
Imagine the work facing the farmer and his  
family  when they arrived at their undeveloped 
land miles from the nearest neighbour and 
many miles from the nearest town.  
For the first few nights they might sleep under 
their wagons before they could make some 
very temporary shelter. Their cattle, horses, 
and other livestock would require attention too, 
to prevent them from straying.  
The tasks facing them would be too much for a 
man and his wife unless they had the help of 
some sons, even if only half-grown, or some 
other man. We can only guess about the 
circumstances of our ancestors but they 
probably had the assistance of brothers, 
cousins or brothers-in-law. 
The first things to be built were a stockyard and 

a temporary house beside the stockyard. 
When the stockyard was built the horses and 
cattle would have to be herded there every 
night until they became used to their new 
surroundings and would not stray. The 
temporary house would become a feed shed 
after the permanent house was built. 
 

A bark hut 
The temporary house (or hut) could be built 
within a week or so, using sheets of bark on a 
framework of poles cut from the surrounding 
bush. Stringybark saplings stripped of their 
bark were joined together with wooden pegs to 
make the walls and the roof. 
  

Stringybark trees about 3 or 4 feet in diameter 
supplied the bark. Horizontal cuts were made 
about 8 feet apart in the bark of a standing 
tree. These circular cuts were joined by 1 
vertical cut and the bark was prized off the 
trunk with a spade or a pole with one end cut 
like a chisel. This gave a sheet about 8 feet 
wide by about 10-13 feet long. 
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SHEPHERD’S HILL 
NURSERY 

321 George St, Marulan 
Ph 4841 1404  

Fax: 4841 1454       Mobile: 0413 047 105 

Look for the house on the hill 
 

For all your garden needs &  
acclimatised plants 

 

Potted colour, Seedlings, Bulbs, Fruit trees, 
Ornamental trees, Windbreakers,  

Shrubs and more  

Potting Mixes & quality soils & mulches. 

Pots, Statues & Gifts 
 

Gift vouchers & Eftpos available 
 

We are members of NGINA 
Nursery & Garden Industry NSW & ACT 

 

Lic. No. 25450 

* SLABS * DRIVEWAYS * PATHS * 
* RETAINING WALLS * 

* TIPPER / BOBCAT HIRER *           
* POST HOLES *                    

*RUBBISH REMOVAL * 
 

MANUEL BARBA 
Mobile:  0402 176 435 

Ph/Fax: 4829 5255 
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 In Your October Garden  From Irene Turner 

This month most of our fruit trees and blossom 
trees should be flowering. 
 

Vegetables to sow now: 
Seeds -  cucumber, 
marrow, zucchini, melons, 
pumpkins, squashes, and 
chillies. 

 
Parsley, capsicum, 
sweet corn, (cover 

the corn with straw after the seeds are up). 
Parsley likes damp soil. 
 

Bean seeds - dwarf 
and climbing. I like 
Purple King.  
 

Celery seeds or 
seedlings - it is a 
heavy  feeder , 
need ing  l ime . 
When plants start to grow, add a side dressing 
of sulphate of ammonia and plenty of water. 
 

Flowers: 
Seeds or seedlings - ageratum, alyssum, 
asters, balsam, carnations, cosmos, dianthus, 
gypsophila, larkspur, linaria, lobelia, 
Livingstone daisy, marigolds, nasturtium, 
pansy, petunia, phlox, portulaca, snapdragon 
and verbena. 

Dahl ia seedl ings, 
dwarf varieties, can go 
in now. They grow to 
60cm; flower in colours 
of yellow,  red and 
pinks. These do not 
need staking. 

Taller Dahlias grow from tubers to 1.5m-2m in 
height. These need a firm stake. Tubers can be 
dug up and kept in a dry place - replanted each 
year. 
 

Feed your Spring bulbs now. 
 
Tomato Stem Rot 
Caused by the tomatoes drying out too much, 
which makes the skin go hard. When you 
water the skin will not expand, that creates 
water logging, which causes the stem to rot. 
Bottom End Rot - happens much the same, 
also by the tomatoes sitting on wet soil. 
 

APHID SPRAY 
1 teaspoon of detergent 
1 teaspoon of Euc. Oil 
To 1 litre of water 
Mix and spray on roses. 
 
Keeping Cabbage white butterflies at bay - I 
sprinkle Dolomite over the young cabbages, 
the butterflies do not lay their eggs. Reapply 
after rain. 
You can grow nasturtium around the garden, 
the butterflies lay their eggs on them. 
Try growing wormwood bush (autemesia 
absinthium) beside your vegetable patch. The 
butterflies hate the smell. Don’t grow near your 
compost heaps, the worms hate it.  
 
Protect young seedlings 
from snails & slugs by 
using any of the following 
around the plants: 
Wood ash, shell grit, 
sawdust, sharp sand, coffee grounds, 
Dolomite or lime. 
 

Beer Traps - put beer in old margarine 
containers, with the lid on and a slit cut into the 
top. Bury at ground level. This attracts snails 
and slugs, they fall in and drown. 
Mulch of rice hulls spread over the strawberry 
patch will keep slugs at bay and clean fruit. 

Ducks are great at 
searching out the snails 
and slugs under bricks 
and rocks around the 
garden and they make a 
tasty meal of them. 
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GOULBURN  
AUTOMOTIVE  

SERVICES 
9a Victoria Ave, Goulburn 

(behind Geissler Motors) 
 

All mechanical repairs 
Gas conversions & repairs 

All light vehicle rego. Inspections 
Blue, pink & green slips 
Gas bottle re-stamped  
& inspections arranged 

 

4822 3788 

SL 

 

Tarago Tilt Tray Service - Ph 0427 481 632 

Because we have a legally registered 
tow truck, means we can tow or carry,  
………..registered or not…….. 
-Cars-Machinery-Sheds-Boats-Trailers- 
-Caravans-Building Materials-  
 Move transportable water tanks, etc 

Car broken down?  We’ll pick it up and 
take it to the servo for repairs. 
 Bogged?  The truck is equipped with a 
seven ton winch—lotsa grunt! 

Want to tow a large or small unregistered caravan/trailer to or from the coast or 
even next door and found out permits are not available for this?   
We can do it, either tow or carry and it’s all legal. 

Phone Col 0427 481 632 
Sorry not equipped to carry shipping containers or livestock.  

Cut out and keep this ad - handy in your car for emergencies 

 All mechanical repairs 
 Breakdown service available 
 Travel to you 
 Motor re-builds 
 New car services 
 Stationary engine repairs 
 Clutches, brakes 
 Tractor repairs & re-builds 



Windellama News - October 2010 www.windellama.com.au  Page 35 

 

Windellama Locals Linking 
Landscapes 

 
Since December 2009, The Windellama Locals 
Linking Landscapes project has been going 
from strength to strength.  The project 
combines the strengths of the Windellama 
Progress Association, and Windellama 
Landcare networks with support from Southern 
Rivers Catchment Management Authority.  The 
community came together in February 2010, 
with 65 people attending a planning meeting 
where the seeds for a “Shared Landscape 
Vision” were planted. 
 

Since then, 13 local landholders have received 
management plans for their properties, with 
seven landholders (a total of 511.5ha) 
receiving funds for works including:  fauna 
friendly fencing, weed control, erosion control, 
grazing management for conservation 
outcomes, alternative stock water; paddock 
subdivision and feral animal control.  These 
works were funded on a sliding scale (between 
50 per cent and 80 percent funded), depending 
on how well the plan met the objectives of the 
“Shared Landscape Vision”. 
 

Workshops have been conducted to address 
issues recognised at the planning meeting.  
These included a box gum woodland 
workshop, carbon farming workshop and soil 
and salt expo.  Those who attended indicated 

they enjoyed the outings and gained valuable 
knowledge about their land in the context of 
the “landscape”. 
 

The Locals Linking Landscapes project aims 
to achieve “landscape relvant” outcomes.  This 
requires co-operation across boundary fences, 
with project design considering functional 
connectivity, riparian protection for whole 
reaches, and landscape processes such as 
the implications of groundwater recharge/
discharge on salinity and erosion. 
 

The second round of funding called on those 
who had already received funding to discuss 
extending their projects with neighbours.  The 
resulting “clusters” of interest (see map 2), are 
an indication of the effectiveness of this 
approach and the commitment of the local 
community to having a positive influence on 
the landscape.  
 

Congratulations and thank you to all who have 
been involved so far.  If you would like further 
information or would like to become involved, 
please contact David Hilhorst, Southern Rivers 
CMA, Braidwood on 4842 2594. 
 

Funding from Caring for our Country 
(Australian Government) and Catchment 
Action NSW (NSW Government) has been 
gratefully received for a second and third 
round of effort.  Twenty-four people have 
already expressed an interest in receiving 
funds, so get in quick. 
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St Bartholomew’s 151st Birthday 
Celebration 

 
Local church wardens Graham Kinder & Dinah Gegg were 
pleased that Bishop Stuart Robinson was able to accept the 
invitation from the congregation of St. Bart’s to attend the 
celebration. 
 

The 151st anniversary of St. Bart’s went off well. The little 
church was full of parishioners to hear the Bishop Stuart 
Robinson conduct the Holy Communion service along with 
Rev. Harley Lockley.  
 
 

The Bishop and his wife Jane were delighted to be with us all 
and had an enjoyable morning. The congregation then went 
outside to enjoy a finger food luncheon supplied by all who 
came with a plate.  
 

The weather was  just glorious on the day. The beautiful cake 
in the shape of a cross was expertly done by Shirley again, 
(thank you Shirley) and was cut by Bishop Stuart and Harley. 

 
Photos courtesy of Lynn Stockford & Pam Williams 
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Church News 

Anglican Church Services 
 

 

OCTOBER 
St. Mark’s – Bronte 
Sunday 10th – 11.30 am 
St. Bartholomew’s  – Windellama 
Sunday 24th – 11.30am 
 
NOVEMBER  
St. Mark’s – Bronte 
Sunday 14th – 11.30am 
 

St. Bartholomew’s – Windellama 
Sunday 28th - 11.30am 
 
In November we welcome Rev. Vanessa 
Bennett to our parish as our resident 
rector. 
 
The Reverend Harley Lockley may be 
contacted on 4821 7564 or 0422 171 711. 
 
Although both our Churches are nominally 
Anglican, worshippers of all denominations are 
welcome at all services. 
 

Catholic Church Services 
 

 

Parish Priest:   Fr. Dermot McDermott  
Assistant:    Fr. Sunhil Kadaparambil  
 

Presbytery & Parish Office  
Phone 4821 1022  

 

******** 
Sunday Mass will be at 9am. on the 2nd & 4th     
Sunday at St. Patrick's Marulan. 

 

 
******** 

Mass Times in Goulburn are:  
Saturday Vigil Mass:  

6pm (DST) at St. Peter & St. Paul's  
Sunday: 8am. at Our Lady of Fatima,                 

Nth. Goulburn  
Sunday: 10am. at St. Peter & St. Paul's  

********* 
 

St. Joseph’s Church, Tarago 
   1st Sunday of each month      10.30am         

Enquiries: 4842 2444 

St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church 

 

 

GOD’S REMNANT ASSEMBLY AUSTRALIA (GRA Australia) 

Would you like to know more about Jesus? 

Do you want to know the LIFE He has for you ‐  

your destiny, your gifts, your purpose? 

We  are  a  husband  and  wife  team  with  GRA,  a  trans‐denominational        
missionary movement.  GRA works  around  the world,  including  Iraq,  Iran, 
Afghanistan, Nigeria,  Sudan  and  is  new  to  Australia. We  believe  Australia 
needs the Word, fresh and new, as  it  is being shared around the world and 
setting lives alight with the beauty and Truth of Jesus.  

We have started a home Church in our community and introduce ourselves – 
Bunja and  Judith Smith.    If these words have stirred or touched you please 
contact us to hear more about this Ministry that is new to Australia:    

by phone ‐             0401 912 193     or by post  ‐    
Pastors Bunja and Judith Smith 
Gods Remnant Assembly Australia 
GPO Box 1695,  Canberra City ACT 2601 

 

Be part of this exciting work in our community: 

Sunday morning ‐ we sing and study His profound truths 

Tuesday evening – we plan the ministry, outreach and study His Word 

Thursday evening – we praise and enjoy a power prayer hour. 

Jesus’ love never fails.  John 15 : 12 

NERRIGA  
ANGLICAN CHURCH SERVICES 

Held at Nerriga Church Hall 
2nd Sunday each month at 2.30pm.  

(Except Easter & Christmas) 
All welcome. 
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* IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE * 
 

The WINDELLAMA NEWS reaches 
well over 1500 households  

 

Our Advertising Charges 
 

Classifieds                  FREE      
(maximum 2 lines) 
            Month     Year 
                   ( 11 issues)               
Small advertisement                $ 6.50      $ 65.00 
(business card size) 
Quarter page advertisement     $12.00     $120.00 
Half page advertisement    $25.00     $250.00 
Full page advertisement    $50.00     $500.00 
Double page discount                $90.00 
Inserts—$40.00 for 500 inserts into hard copies 

 

There will be a small extra charge of $50            
for  typesetting of adverts. 

 
All advertising enquiries to  

Denise Johnson 
 

ALL ADVERTISING COPY MUST BE  
ACCOMPANIED BY PAYMENT 

(cheques made payable to Windellama News) 

Fees for Hire of Hall  
or Supper Room   

at Windellama Hall 
 

*HALL ALL DAY               $200       
       DAY 4hrs or less         $100            
 EVENING/NIGHT**  $200  

 

*Includes Supper  Room & Kitchen     
** $2 per hour for heating 

 

SUPPER ROOM (Includes Kitchen)      
 ALL DAY       $80           
 DAY 4hrs or less    $40     
 EVENING/ NIGHT $100  
  
# Use of the premises prior to your booked  

function will incur a surcharge of   
Supper Room Fee 

 
To Book please ring W. P. A. Secretary, 

Frances Knights on 4844 5157 

TARAGO TRANSFER   
& DRUM MUSTER STATION  

 
  

 Open Friday to Monday  
8.00am—4.45pm. 

 
Card required for household waste,  

or fees apply. 
 

Free recycling of the following:  
Plastics, tins, oil, batteries, glass, paper &      
cardboard. 
Free recycling also of Chemical Drums 
providing they are empty, triple washed 
and have the lids removed 

 

Tipping Fees for Tarago 
 

 
Sorted Waste - Domestic Residents only  
Car, station wagon, small ute or small trailer $13.00  
Medium trailer, large ute or 1-tonne truck load $18.00  
Large trailer load $27.00  
 

 
Unsorted Waste and Non-Residents Waste 
Garbage & trade waste  $66.00  
   (uncompacted, per cubic metre)  
Garbage and trade waste $ 115.00  
     (compacted, per cubic metre) 
Other unsorted waste— 2 x sorted rate per category 

 

Hard fill demolition waste  
not accepted at Tarago 

 

  

Animals — Note:   
Animal carcasses cannot be dumped   
at Tarago as there are no facilities for burial 
please refer to Goulburn Mulwaree Council for 
details on availability in this area.  
 

Car Bodies  $50.00 
 

Tyres — Car Tyres (each) - per tyre   $ 8.00  
Motorcycle tyres (each) $ 7.00  
Truck tyres (each) - per tyre $21.00  
Tractor tyres (each) - per tyre $80.00   
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Important Phone Numbers 
 

Rural Fire Brigades 
Windellama Jim Meehan  4844 5554 
Tarago  Ken Vassel  4849 4652 
Taylors Creek Dave Elward  4849 4240 
Mt Fairy  Greg Brooke  4849 4681 
Bungonia Ian Tapper  4844 4460 
Gundary Tony Kent  4822 5078 
Nerriga John Rolfe  4845 9160 
Bushfire Information   1800 059 333 

 

www.windellamarfs.com.au   or   www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 
WINDELLAMA PH: 4844 5359 or  
CHANNEL 21/209 Base 
 
AMBULANCE         000 
Ambulance Booking   13 12 33 
Goulburn Ambo Station  4827 0444 
 
Windellama CFR First Aid  
Ambulance on triple zero 
Kevin Muffet    4844 7143 
SES     13 25 00 
Poison Info. Service   13 11 26 
Goulburn Base Hospital  4827 3111 
 
Police 
Tarago Station -  
Snr. Constable Brad Carey  4849 4411 
Goulburn    4824 0799 
 

Other 
 

Goulburn Railway Station  4828 5816 
Train info & bookings   13 22 32 
www.countrylink.info 
Country Energy - interruptions 13 20 80 
Lifeline     13 11 14 
Kids Helpline    1800 551 800 
 

Windellama Progress Association 
Cathy Meehan (President)  4844 5554 
Frances Knights (Secretary)  4844 5157 
Windellama Rural Fire Brigade 
Jim Meehan (Captain)   4844 5554 
Rex Hockey (President)   4844 5147 
Ellen Sylvester (Secretary)  4844 5407 
Windellama Field Day Committee 
Cathy Meehan (Secretary)  4844 5554 
Frances Knights (Treasurer)  4844 5157 
Windellama News 
Denise Johnson (Editor)   4844 5087 
Gayle Stanton    (Editor)   4844 5156 
Cathy Meehan (Sec / Treas)  4844 5554 
Windellama Garden Cub Inc. 
Pam Williams (Treasurer)  4844 5194 
Lynn Stockford (Secretary)  4844 5029 
Windellama Hall Country Markets 
Bob Shaw     4844 5001 
Windellama Historical Society 
Rex Hockey (President)   4844 5147 
Joanna Croker (Co-Secretary)  4844 5125 
Windellama Landcare 
Tony Greville (President)  4844 5047 
Sandra Greville (Secretary)  4844 5047 
Windellama CFR 
Kevin Muffet    4844 7143 
Shirley Cornish    4844 5101 
Windellama School P&C 
Terry Hannan (President)  4844 5337 
Heather Caulfield (Secretary)  4844 5120 
Nerriga Nugget 
Di Roberts (Advertising)   4844 5344 
James Lee (Articles)   4844 5449 
Nerriga Rural Fire Brigade 
John Rolfe (Captain)   4845 9160 
Justin Parr (Snr. Deputy Captain) 4845 9129 
Marie Kennedy    4845 9126 
Wires (wildlife rescue) 
Marian Pearce    4844 5244 
Southern Tablelands WIRES  4822 3888 
 

Tarago Pony Club   4844 7014 
 

Community Health - Goulburn  4827 3913 
 

Community Transport  4823 4499 
 

Justice of the Peace 
Linda Shannon                    0429 980 141 
Geoff Burns    4849 4330 

Community Information 
FOR ALL EMERGENCIES        
eg. FIRES / ACCIDENTS  

 PHONE  000 
For Mobile users dial112 
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October 2010 

For details of times and places  - see articles inside this issue 
Emergency phone numbers are on the back of this page. 

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN 

 
 

 
 

  
  

1 2 
Bargains 

in the Bush 
@ Nerriga 

Hall 
 

Bungonia 
Markets 

3 
 

4 
Public 

Holiday 

5 
Willow 
Glen 

Gardeners 
 

6 7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
St. Mark’s 

11 
School 

Resumes 
 

P&C 
Meeting 

 

12 
Craft Arvo 

13 
Windellama 

Garden 
Club 

14 
School 

Playgroup 

15 
 

16 
Tree 

Planting @ 
Tomboye 

17 
Landcare 

planting at 
Oallen 
Ford  

18 
Progress 
Meeting 

 

19 
 Craft Arvo 

20 
Nerriga 

Gardeners 
  

21 
School 

Playgroup 
 

CanAssist 
Meeting 

22 
Kindergarten 
Orientation 

Day 

23 
Fire 

Brigade  
Training 

& Meeting 

24 
St. Bart’s 

 

 

25 26 
Craft Arvo 

 

Council 
Meeting @ 
Bungonia 

Hall 

27 
Development 
Workshop 

28 
School 

Playgroup 

29 30 
Tarago 

Car Boot 
Sale 

31 


